
Call for Representations Response
Form
Tower Hamlets Local Plan 2031
Proposed Submission Version

This consultation (known as the regulation 19 stage) represents the last chance to comment
on the content of the plan and how it has been prepared. 

To  have  your  say  on  the  plan,  please  go  to:  http://towerhamlets-
consult.objective.co.uk/portal  .   This is our preferred method of receiving representations
as it will help us save paper and time.

If  you  are  unable  to  use  the  on-line  method,  you  can  use  this  form  to  provide  your
responses. Guidance notes for submitting a representation can be found at the end of this
form. Please read these notes before completing the form.

If you wish to provide more than one representation, please only fill in sections A 
and C once.  For each representation please complete an individual copy of 
section B.

You must return this form no later than 5pm on Monday 13th November 2017. 
Unfortunately, we cannot accept late responses.   

Data Protection Statement
The information collected will be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 
Information provided in this form will not be kept confidential. Copies of representations will be 
made available for public inspection, and cannot be treated as confidential. They will also be 
available to view on our consultation portal http://towerhamlets-consult.objective.co.uk/portal     once 
the consultation period has closed.

Section A – Personal Information
If you are providing more than one representation you only need to complete this section 
once.

Personal details Agent details (if 
applicable)

Title Mr      
First name Thomas      
Surname Ridge      
Job title (if relevant)      

Organisation (if relevant)

EAST END WATERWAY GROUP 
(and the 3,912 people who 
signed the attached EEWG 
petition)
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Reference No:

Date received:
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Address line 1 7 Shepton Houses      
Address line 2 Welwyn Street      
Address line 3 London      
Address line 4            
Postcode E2 0JN      
Telephone number 020 8981 7361      

E-mail address
east.end.waterway.group@gm
ail.com

     

Section B – Representation 

1. Which part of the document does your representation relate to?                                     
Please state clearly a chapter, paragraph number, page number, policy number or a 
map/diagram/figure title/reference.

Managing Growth and Sharing the Benefits 
Part 4: Site Allocation 1.3 Marion Place Gasworks and the Oval
Figure 25 page 190, Design principles page 188.

2.  Do you consider the document to be:

Sound Yes No

To be “sound” a plan should be positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with
national policy. Please refer to the National Planning Policy Framework for full definitions 
(see the guidance notes below).

If you do not consider the document to be sound please go to question 4. If you do not 
consider the document to be legally compliant please go to question 5.   In all other 
circumstances, please go to question 6.

3. Do you consider the document to be unsound because it is not:

Positively prepared

(the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks to meet objectively assessed 
development and infrastructure requirements, including unmet requirements from neighbouring 
authorities where it is reasonable to do so and consistent with achieving sustainable development)

Justified

(The plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against the reasonable 
alternatives, based on proportionate evidence)

Effective

(The plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint working on cross-
boundary strategic priorities)

Consistent with national policy

(The plan should enable the delivery of sustainable development in accordance with the policies in 
the

Framework.)
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4. Do you consider the document to be legally compliant in accordance with the Town 
and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 
2012:

Legally compliant Yes No

5. Please give details of why you consider the document is not legally compliant or is 
unsound.  Please be as precise as possible.  

If you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of the Local Plan, please also 
use this box to set out your comments.  If needed please continue on a separate sheet 
of paper.

This part of the Local Plan is not sound (i.e positively prepared and 
consistent with national policy) with reference to “protecting and 
celebrating our history and heritage” at the Bethnal Green Holder Station.

Specifically, Figure 25 and the related Design principles need to be 
changed to ensure the retention and incorporation of the No.2 and No.5 
gasholders: as requested in the East End Waterway Group petition with 
3,912 signatures submitted in response to the previous consultation on the
Local Plan 2031; and for all the reasons set out in the relevant sections of 
Historic Waterside Gasholders in LB Tower Hamlets (East End Waterway 
Group July 2017), including resubmitted petition; and compliance with 
National Planning Policy Framework para. 58 and PPG 007, as set out in 12 
May 2017 letter from The Victorian Society (please see attached 9 page 
document for report, petition and letter).

Furthermore, the No.2 and No.5 gasholders (heritage assets nominated for
local listing) make a positive contribution to the character and appearance 
of the Regent’s Canal Conservation Area “The Regent’s Canal Conservation
Area is a linear conservation area with the boundaries drawn tightly 
around the Canal and features associated with it including bridges, locks, 
lock cottages, warehouses and industrial features such as the Bethnal 
Green gasholders. It is the association between all these elements which 
form part of the canals special character and interest” (Regent’s Canal 
Conservation Area Appraisal). They should therefore be conserved “so that
they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this and 
future generations” (NPPF para.17 tenth bullet point); and “put to viable 
uses consistent with their conservation” (NPPF para. 126 first bullet point). 
As heritage assets, the two historic gasholder guide frames should also be 
correctly identified on Figure 25 as “land where development would be 
inappropriate…because of its…historic significance” (NPPF para. 157 
seventh bullet point).



6. Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the document legally 
compliant or sound. You will need to say why this change will make the document legally
compliant or sound. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested 
revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

The changes set out below would make this part of the Local Plan positively 
prepared and consistent with national policy, in particular NPPF tenth Core 
Planning Principle (para.17); NPPF para. 58, fourth bullet point (and PPG 
007); NPPF para.126, first bullet point; NPPF para.157, seventh bullet point.

FIGURE 25
1. Please add correctly sized and located rings to show the two gasholder 

guide frames (as done on Figure 36)
2. Please move the open space to the west to include the No. 2 gasholder

guide frame and exclude the No. 5 gasholder guide frame
3. Please replan the strategic routes and local routes to avoid passing 

through the two gasholder guide frames
4. Please replan the three canalside routes as the single route described 

below

DESIGN PRINCIPLES
1. Second bullet point, please remove “reuse and enhance” and 

“including the gasholders” and replace with the following:

“retain in situ and conserve the entire No. 2 columnar guide frame (on 
its in-ground brick tank) as a ‘gasholder park’, like that at King’s Cross”

“retain in situ and conserve the entire No.5 lattice guide frame (on its 
in-ground concrete tank) and insert a well-designed circular block of 
flats, like those at King’s Cross”

2. fourth bullet point, please remove “provide active frontage set back 
from the canal” and replace with:
“provide a single pedestrian/cycling route (to serve as a waterfront 
walk, strategic and local pedestrian/cycling route) along the short 
western part and long eastern part of the canal’s south bank and 
around the western, southern and eastern parts of the No. 5 lattice 
guide frame” NB The blocks inside the three gasholder guide frames at
King’s Cross do not have public rights of way along their part of the 
canal.

3. fourth bullet point, please remove “to avoid excessive overshadowing” 
and replace with:
“so that only the circular block of flats in the No.5 lattice guide frame 
would overshadow the open space in the morning and The Oval in the 
afternoon”

4. fifth bullet point, please insert “where possible”, between “align” and 
“with”



5. eighth bullet point, please remove “consolidated open space which is 
designed to be usable for sport and recreation” and replace with: “ 
open space for sport and active recreation, including open space (in 
the No.2 columnar guide frame) for passive recreation like ‘gasholder 
park at King’s Cross’.

Please note: your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and 
supporting information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested change, 
as there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations based on 
the original representation at the regulation 19 stage. In addition, your representation will be made 
publically available and will be submitted alongside the Local Plan and relevant supporting 
documents) to the government following the consultation. The government will be appointing an 
independent planning inspector to undertake a public examination into the soundness of the Local 
Plan. During the examination the inspector will only consider the representations received in 
response to this consultation. 

After this stage, further submissions will be only at the request of the inspector, based 
on the matters and issues he/she identifies for examination.

7.  If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to participate 
at the oral part of the examination?

No: I do not wish to participate at the oral examination.

Yes: I wish to participate at the oral examination.

8.  If you consider it necessary to participate at the oral part of the examination, please 
outline why you consider this to be necessary:

To explain where necessary and answer questions 

Please note: the inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear 
those who have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.

Signature: 

Date: 16.10.2017

Section C - Equalities Monitoring

If you are providing more than one representation you only need to fill in this section once.

Age

Date of birth 05/ 9 / 41

Gender

Are you:



Female Male

Prefer not to say

Transgender

Is your gender identity the same as the gender you were born with?

Yes No

Prefer not to say

Religion / Belief

What is your religious belief?

Buddhist Muslim

Christian Sikh
Hindu No religion
Jewish

Other religious beliefs (specify)

     

Prefer not to say

Sexual Orientation

How would you define your sexual orientation?

Bisexual Heterosexual/straight

Gay man Lesbian / Gay woman

Other Prefer not to say

Disability

Do you consider yourself to be a disabled person?

Under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 a person is considered to have a disability if 
he/she has a physical or mental impairment which has a sustained and long-term adverse 
effect on his/her ability to carry out normal day to day activities. Since 2005, people with 
HIV, cancer and multiple sclerosis (MS) are covered by the DDA.

No Yes Prefer not to say

Please state the type of impairment that applies to you. People may experience more than
one type of impairment, in which case you may indicate more than one. If none of the 
categories apply, please mark ‘Other’ and specify the type of impairment.

Physical impairment, such as difficulty using your arms or mobility issues which means 
using a wheelchair or crutches



Sensory impairment, such as being blind / having a serious visual impairment or being 
deaf / having a serious hearing impairment

Mental health condition, such as depression or schizophrenia

Learning disability/difficulty, (such as down’s syndrome or dyslexia) or cognitive 
impairment (such as autistic spectrum disorder)

Long-standing illness or health condition such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic heart 
disease, or epilepsy

Other (please specify)

Ethnicity

Are you:

Asian or Asian British Mixed / Dual Heritage
Bangladeshi White & Asian

Chinese White & Black African

Indian White & Black Caribbean
Pakistani
Vietnamese
Other Asian background (specify): Other Mixed background 
(specify):

           

Black or Black British White
Caribbean British
African Irish

Somali Gypsy / Roma

Other African Irish Traveller

Other black background (specify): Other White background 
(specify):

           

Other

Any other ethnic background (specify):

     

Prefer not to say

The information which you provide on this form will be kept in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998 and used for the purpose of monitoring.



Guidance notes for submitting a representation 

Data protection statement: The information collected will be processed in accordance with
the Data Protection Act 1998. Copies of representations will be made available for public
inspection, and cannot be treated as confidential. They will also be available to view on the
our consultation portal at , once the consultation period has closed. 

ALL RESPONSES MUST BE RECEIVED BY: Monday 13th November at 5pm. We will 
not accept your representation if it is received later than this date. 

1. Using the representation form

We  are  encouraging  everyone  to  use  our  consultation  portal  at  http://towerhamlets-
consult.objective.co.uk/portal as this has a number of benefits including being quick and
easy to use and will save time. Guidance is available on the portal that will assist you. 

Alternatively,  representations  can  be  made  using  this  form  which  is  also  available  to
download via our  consultation portal.  The form should be  returned to us by e-mail  to
localplan@towerhamlets.gov.uk. 

If you do not have access to the internet, response forms can be collected from the Town
Hall at Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, E14 2BG or you can phone us on 0207 364
5009 and ask to speak to the Plan Making Team. You can post it: FREEPOST

Regulation 19 Consultation 
Strategic Planning
London Borough of Tower Hamlets
PO BOX 55739
London
E14 1BY

2. Who should make the representation? 

You may submit a representation yourself  or  on behalf  of  an organisation or company.
Alternatively, you may appoint an agent to do it for you. If an agent is appointed their full
details must be given and all future correspondence will be sent to them.

3. How do I make comments on a paper copy form? 

You must use a separate form for each representation that you wish to make. Please use
question 2 of the form to state whether you think the Local Plan is sound (support/agree) or
unsound  (object/disagree/think  information  is  missing).  This  will  help  us  process  your
comment efficiently. 
If  you believe the Local  Plan is unsound, please detail  precisely why you are objecting,
applying the four tests of soundness from paragraph 182 of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF).  See question 5 below. You should try to support your objection with
evidence showing why your objection and alternative approach is valid. 

Continuation sheets can be used, but a summary of no more than 100 words should be
included to assist in a prompt consideration of your representation. Continuation sheets
must state clearly your name and which representation they relate to.

4. It is important that you state which part of the report your comment relates to.

Question 1 of the representation form should be used to inform us as to which part of the
Local Plan your comment relates. Every paragraph, policy or map contained within the Local
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Plan has a reference and this should be referred to. Again, this will help us process your
comments efficiently. 

5. In commenting on the Local Plan I am directed to address “soundness” issues;
what does   this  mean?

There are four areas to think about when looking at whether or not the publication version
of the Local Plan is sound:

1. Positively prepared:
This is looking at whether our plan has been prepared to meet our objectively assessed
development and infrastructure  needs.  It  also covers how we have looked to meet  the
needs of our neighbours.

2.  Justified:
Our Local Plan must be set on a robust and credible proportionate evidence base. Making
sure the choices made in our Local Plan are backed up by solid facts and research. Our Local
Plan should be the best approach when considered against reasonable alternatives.

3.  Effective:
This means we must be able to foresee that the policies and proposals in our Local Plan can
actually happen and are deliverable.

4.  Consistent with national policy:
Our  Local  Plan  should  be  consistent  with  national  policy  and  enable  the  delivery  of
sustainable development as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

6. How will I know if my representation is valid?

If you make a representation through the portal, you will receive an email notification of
each comment received. Once your representation has been checked (after the consultation
period closes), you will receive a further email to let you know it has been validated.

If you make a hard copy representation, you will receive an acknowledgement letter. Please
ensure hard copy forms are signed and dated otherwise they may not be valid.

7.  How long do I have to make a representation?

Comments can be made any time during the six-week consultation period, which starts on
Monday 2nd October 2017. 

Representations received after the end date cannot be accepted and will not be valid.

8.  What will happen to my representation?

Your representation will be made available to view on our website through the portal, once
the  consultation  period  is  closed.  They  will  also  be  stored  on  our  database  solely  in
connection with the Local Plan only.

It  is  a  requirement  that  all  representations  are  made  available  for  public  inspection.
Therefore, your comments cannot be treated confidentially.
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